INTRODUCTION

Although
Oystercatchers nest on the shores of every continent, their inland breeding ranges are very limited in extent, being restricted to Central Russia, New Zealand, Northern
Britain and the Netherlands and a few localities in other countries bordering the North Sea. In a study of inland breeding Oystercatchers in Scotland (HEPPLESTON, 1968, in press ), I showed that the birds exhibited a very strong preference for nesting in tilled land and that grass fields were avoided as a nesting substrate. The reasons for the selection of certain field types and avoidance of others were not clear, but three factors were thought to be relevant: 1. Oystercatchers prepare their nest by scraping away the surface soil with their legs whilst resting against their breast, thus forming a shallow rounded depression. Such a method would be mechanically easier in a loose substrate than on a firm one-grass.
Evidence supporting this idea was provided by a number of pairs that, although nesting within a grass field, made the scrapes in small patches of broken ground with exposed soil surface. Attempts to reproduce these conditions and to get the birds to nest in prepared squares of loose soil in grass fields were only moderately successful; most of the experimental pairs made scrapes in the squares but no eggs were laid.
Occasionally nests were found (in grass fields) lined with straw and grass stems, suggesting that the birds are indeed capable of making a nest without first preparing a scrape. 2. A loose substrate is also likely to be preferred since the nesting substrates on the shore-which can be considered the ancestral type habitat-are of sand or shingle. Presumably, through natural selection, the birds have become adapted to lay their eggs where they are most effectively camouflaged.
A compromise results between pebbles of the same size as the egg (camouflage) and pebbles of the maximum size manouverable by the birds. It seems reasonable therefore, that inland breeders should choose that substrate nearest in character to the ancestral type; many of the tilled fields contained numerous pebbles and stones and to the human eye camouflage was most effective.
3. The third idea is that Oystercatchers avoided grass fields as a result of the avoidance of cattle and sheep, since stock disturbance was an important factor in causing egg mortality; of the observed nests in grass fields 61 % were destroyed by stock trampling and 34% were deserted as a result of non-fatal interference.
Only 5% of the nests in grass fields reached hatching. All the grass fields were used as grazing land.
In order to investigate further the problem of nest-site selection, I visited Friesland (Netherlands) in May 1968 to make observations on inland nesting Oystercatchers;
here inland breeding has increased concurrently with that of British Oystercatchers (BLASZYK, 1953; J. B. Hulscher, 1970) . A number of areas were visited-chosen to cover different types of agricultural practice. In each area a transect was covered and observations were made on field types and the numbers of Oystercatchers.
Transects contained at least 100 fields.
RESULTS
AND DISCUSSION
The distribution of field types and their use by Oystercatchers is shown in Table I, together with comparable observations made in Scotland in 1968 where the study area consisted of 150 fields at least 14 km from the coast.
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